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Changing Enviromment American River Touring Ass'n

Submitted: Nov. 17,1969

Those of us who pursue wilderness rivers for sport and pleasure respsct
certain values that are often ignored by water resocurce engineers and agenciss.
¥ am hers to represent the river people, the many grouvs and individuals who
follow the river trail on kayak, canoce, and rubber raft, and who believe present
trends in river related resource management must change course in the spirit of
equal opvortunity and fair play. We have come to realize that the river no longer
leads %o civilization, as it did for the early voyagesurs and frontiersmen, Instead,
our rivers lead back to the wilderness. Where rivers Tirst provided practical trans-
port and a more secure survival in an otherwise wild and unknown land, they how
provide gscape from the fetters of a hostile and polluted environmment. In this
egcaps, in the rush of white-water or simply drifting with quiet currsnt, we find
our own peace of mind - our own place in the natural.scheme:éf things. And perhaps

this i@ also s matter of survival,

ffe are not few in number, During this past summer ithe equivalent of 40,000
man days were spent on the Russisn River alone: people who came from zll over the

etate to cance a wild river. Another 10,000 man days were spent on the Stanislaus

in Sierra Gold Rush Gountry. Approximately 8,000 to 10,000 man days on the Middle
Fork of the Bel, and about the same number on the Middle Fork of the Feather., A
general estimate by the River Touring Section of the Bilerra Club puts the toial
number of man days spent on wilderness rivers in California in 1969 at 110,000

to 200,000, These people belong to one of at least 30 river touring groups in the
state, or they simply kayak or canoce on their own. They ran some 23 major Calif-

prnia rivers. They felt the spray of wildness.

And yet our rivers. are disappearing. The gsography that creates a white-water

rapid, the steep canyon walls, the sloping contour of the river basin, has proven

time and again irresistable to dam builders who saw only the utility potential of
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA—RESQURCES AGENCY RONALD REAGAN, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

P.O. BOX 2390
SACRAMENTO 95811

October 30, 1969

Mr. David Allan Kay

Director of Public Affairs
American River Touring Association
1016 Jackson Street

Oakiand, Califernia 945607

Dear Mr. Kay:

Governor Ronald Reagan has asked me +o provide you with more detailed informetion
and instruction concerning the forthcoming Conference on California's Changing
Environment to be held at the Ambassador Hote!, November 17 and 18. You wil!l be
a member of the reactor panel discussing the subject of "People and Water."

There wiil be four concurrent pane! discussions: "People and Air," "People and
Water," "People and Land," and "People and the Urban Society.” Panels will
convene Monday morning, Monday afternoon, Tuesday morning and Tuesday afternoon
(see General Program format attached). A moderator will chair each pane! dis-
cussion. The panel discussion will be opened Monday morning by a speaker who
will relate the subject of a specific panel to the total environment and +o man.
Panels wiil discuss their assigned topics at sessions Monday morning at 10 a.m.
following the Governor's address, Monday afterncon following iunch, and Tuesday
morning foliowing breakfast. Tuesday afternoon, panels will summarize their
findings for presentation to the pienary session scheduled for 3 p.m,

The panel program is planned to be in three parts: a reactor panel, = technical
panel, and a conferee panei, The reactor panel of about eight people will
represent The general broad public interest in a particular subject; the technical
panei of about twelve people wiii represent the professionals - the expertise,.

IT will be their responsibility fo identify and define +he problem, suggest
solutions and alternatives, and present the facts. The conferee panel will consist
of approximately 150 people representative of ali facets of the subject.

Each technical panel member wiil be expected to present a concise statement
approximately five minutes in {ength. After the reactor panel reacts to the
technical panel presenfation, the conferee panel will! react. |+ will Then be the
moderator's responsibility to keep up The reaction and interaction. Out of The
discussion, the moderator will disti!l short and fong range recommendations which
are fo be presented to the Governor for his consideration and implementation.

As a member of the reactor panef, you wiil not have to prepare a paper, but |
expect to send to you In advance of the Conference the five-minute statements +o
be made by the technical pane! members. | will also send you the opening taik of
the panel speaker. | would like for you To study these papers and be prepared




Mr. David Allan Kay -2 - Cctober 30, 1969

To react to Them. It is hoped that out of the panei discussions will come
responsibie short and long range recommendations that may be implemented
by State government, the private sector and/or the public, We wili be

especialily interested in alternatives and new creative ideas to solve oid
problems.

With your participation, this can be an outstanding conference designed to
confront the issues of our times and bring forth creative ideas to insure
Californians a quality environment in the future.

For your convenience, there is enclosed a self-addressed enveicpe and reply,.
Please, if nothing more, type in your name and current fitle as you would

Iike it to appear on the program. Your hotei, meals and registration fee will be
provided.

I+ you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 916-445-2358, or my
Administrative Assistant, Mr. James C. Fisher, at 916-445-1560.

Sincerely,

William Penn Mott, Jr.
Director

Attachment
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Those of us who pursue wilderness rivers for sport and pleasqre~respect
certain values that are often ignored by water resource: engineers and agencies.,
I am here to represent the river people, the many groups and individuals who
follow the river trail on kayak, canoce, and rubber rafm, and who believe present
tren&s in river related resource management must change course in the spirit of
equal opportunity and fair play. We have come %o realize that the river no longer
leads to civilization, as it did for the early voyageurs and frontiersmen, Instead,
our rivers lead back to the wilderness. Where rivers first provided practical trans-—
port and a more secure survival in an otherwise wild and unknown land, they now
provide escape from the fetters of a hostile and polluted environment, In this
escape, in the rush of white-water or simply drifting with quiet current, we fing
our own peace of mind — our own place in the natural scheme of things. And perhaps

this is also a2 matter of survival.

We are not few in number. During this past summer the equivalent of 40,000
nan days were spent on the Russian River alone: people who came from all over the
state to canoce a wild river. Another 10,000 man days were spent on the Stanislaus
in Sierra Gold Rush Country. Approximately 8,000 to 10,000 man days on the Middle
Fork of the Eel, and about the same number on the Middle Fork of the Feather. A
general estimate by the‘River Touring Section of the Sierra Club puts the iotal
number of man days spent on wilderness rivers in California in 1969 at lld,OOO
to 200,000. These people belong to one of at least 30 river touring groups in the
state, or they simply kayak or canos on their own. They ran some 23 major Calif-

orniza rivers. They felt the spray of wildness.

And yet our rlvers are dlsappearlng. The geography that creates a white-water
rapid, the steep canyon walls, the sloping contour of the river basin, has proven
time and again irresistable to dam builders who saw only the utility potential of
a river.VWe have demands fdf*water, and electricity, and many rivers have become
reservolrs to meet fhese demands. But it seems our demands only increase with each
dam, with every death of a river. Are more dams the answer, even if we did have
-an infinite number of rivers in this state? I would like to pose the question to
Mr. Gianelli, and to all Watér mznagement agencies, and to the Army Corps of En-

 gineers to learh if future funding for dams might be better spent (on a far brozder

 scale) for more efficient development of waste water re—cycling and for more

(Con't. Pg. 2)




productive desalinization plants._As we turn on prospective alterﬁatives-to
dams and reservoirs that inevitabiy destroy our few remaining wilderness or
semi-wild waterways, let us bear in mind Aldo Leopold's lament: "Perhaps our
grandsons, having never seen a wild river, will never miss the chance to set

& canoe in singing waters."

.Latér on this afternoon, Gerald MEral, Conservation Chairman of the Sierrs
Club*s River Touring Section, will present a review of 2 new and dynamic study
of wilderness waterways in the State of Californiz. The purpose of this study,
based on actual exploration these past several months, is to propose certain
rivers for inclusion in a statewide system of Protected Waterways. I am sure

‘we are all eager to learn the findings of this study.

It might appéar to certain members of the technical panel that the cause
of wild river preservation is supported bj only a small.segment.of our citizenry.
Let me qubte-Secretary Norman Livermore, who recently said the ‘advocates of
preservation are not just members of the Sierra Club or the Audubon Society,
but "millions of the voting public who may not belong %o specific conservaiion
or sportsman groups." These are the people who care, and they are fast becoming

the voice of all the people., Thank FOoll.

A it f,l',h’lrJ 28 L2 I P'."I‘! {_L[L[l Iz frf »’f{i’ I,III HH'
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My nzme is Gerald Meral, and I am the Conservation Chairman of the Yver
Touring'Section, Bay Area'Ch?pter, Sierra Club. T wish to speak about
the wild ri-—-ers of the State of California.

fhe ultimate goal of the River Touring Section ig a California State
wild river program, such as those of Florida, Georgia, Iennessee, and the
United States. We intend to aid the State Protected Waterways program
.in classifying the Rivers of California according to scenic values,
"boating quality, and estimated present and futﬁre use for canoeing,
kayaking, rafting, and swiﬁming. '

_ California has one of the most Wﬁnderful and unique river sysiems

in the world. 'Almost all of the main Sierra rivers have been covered
in some part by reserveoirs, or bypassed by power tunnels. The few
remaining stretches are still being pursued by power and water hungry
companies and government agencies. The flood control benefits of thesze
future Sierra river dam projects'are all to confrol fléoding of what is
actually flood plains, such as the Tulare Lake basin. On the completion of
the New Melones, New Don Pedro, and Auburn projects (some of +he largest
dams mk znd reservoirs in the world) all real danger of flooding of m:jor
provortions will cease. Czlifornia's oresent reservoir system is now equal
liﬁ zrea to all of California's National Parks. Let us keep this in mind as
we turn to the North Coast Rivers. ‘

The next area to be exploited is the North Coast, if the waier starved
semi-deserts of Southern California are to be temporarily satisfied.
The Rivers of the North Cecast (Eel, Trinity, Xlamath, Salmon, Kad, =and
van Du;en) are to some extent already partially dammed. They, along
with a very few of the Slerra rivers such as the Tuclumne and Kern, are
vestiges of what was once the greatest wild river system in the world.
Will these rivers be the next f{o go in an inexorable march toward.Oregon,
Washington, and even Canadian rivers, or will an aporeciation for wild

river values overcome th's amoeba-like erpansion?
Yne means of rationally testing the economic and other values of
ezch potential river project is the development of regional study
projects in e-ck river basin., An example of this is the Tuolumne
River Conference, of which I am co—vice-chairman. This group, looking

at a proposed power projecf on the last remaining stretch o free-flowing




Puolume outside Yosemite, concluded that tke project was unfezsible from
economic, aesthetic, and wildlife aspects, and we hope to eventually
make the river part of the wild river system. The analysis was thorough
because p;ople from all walks of life_were drawn into it bioloéists,
foresters, economists, power analysts; water experts, and so on., We believe
it will serve as a model o future river stﬁdy groups.

Dave Kay has already illustrated the use of wild rivers by rafters,
‘ ganoeists, kayakists, and people who ride summer rivers on air mattresses,
. imnmer fubes, and 50 ons But ‘there_are also the fishermen, the campers who
love the sound of a free-flowing stream, the hunters whode game will be
eliminated when large reservoirs fill up former winter refuges, and the -
peovrle who just want to get =way from the trials of city life. These reople
{and there numbers are growing incredibly fast).want to visit nature as
it can be, not a huge, noisy,'motor-boat filled reservoir, with unsightly
bathtub—ring walls, and zn unheélthy manicured appearance.

?he ﬁses deseribed above are gréwing and will continue to growing =2t
an accelerateéd pace. - In West Geamany, a country of 80 million, there zare
~over 200,000 white water boaters alone, and the rivers of that heavily
industrialized country are so ¢rowded that reserv tions must actuzlly
be made weeks in zdvance for a permit to go down some of the most popular
rivers. This despite the fact that most of these riversz run through industrializes
-areas, and are highly polluted, as the recent fish kills on the Ehine showed.
Iz this what we want in California, and in the not distant future.

For the abbve reasons the Sierra Club will work with many organizations
throughout the state to enact and strengthen the Célifornia Prqtected

waterways sSystem.

4 statement presented to the panel on People and Water, the Governorts

conference on the Changing Bnvironment, Now. 17-18, 1969.
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'-"DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

P.0. BOX 2390
SACRAMENTO 95811

October 30, 1969

Mr. David Allan Kay

Director of Public Affairs
American River Touring Association
1016 Jackson Street

QOakland, California 93607

Dear Mr. Kay:

Governor Ronald Reagan has asked me to provide you with more detailed information
and instruction concerning The forthcoming Conference on California's Changing
Epvironment to be held at the. Ambassador Hotel, November 17:and.i8.. You will be
a member of the reactor pane! discussing the subject of "People and Water.”

There will be four concurrent panel discussions: '"People and Air," "People and
Water," "People and Land,” and "People and the Urban Society." Panels will
convene Monday morning, Monday afternoon, Tuesday morning and Tuesday afternoon
(see General Program format attached). A moderator will_ chair each panel dis-
cussion. The panel discussion will be opened Monday morning by & speaker who
will relate the subject of a specific panel to the total environment and To men.
: Panels will discuss their assigned topics at sessions Monday morning at 10 a.m.
- following the Governor's address, Monday afterncon following tunch, and Tuesday
‘ ~ morning following breakfast. Tuesday afternoon, panels will summarize their

" findings for presentation to the plenary session scheduled for 3 p.m.

The panel program is planned to be in three parts: .a reactor panet, 2 technical
panel, and ‘a conferee panel. The reactor panel of about eight people will
represent ‘the general broad public interest in a particular subject; the technical
pane! of about Twelve peopte will represent The professionais - the expertise.

< 1t will be their responsibility to identify and define the probiem, suggest

- sotutions and atternatives, and present the facts. The conferee panel will consis®
of approximately 150 people representative of all facets. of the subject.

Fach technical panel member will be expected to present a concise statement
approximately five minutes in length. After The reactor panel reacts to The
technical pane! presertation, the conferee panel will react, It will then be the
moderator’s responsibiiity to keep up the reaction and inferaction. Ou of the
discussion, the moderator wili distill short and long range recommendations which
are to be presented to the Governor for his consideration and impiementation.

As a membar of the reactor panel, you will not have to prepare a paper, buf |

expect To send to you in advance of The Conference the five-minute statements to
: be made by the technicai pane! members. [ will also send you The opening tatk of
= the panel speaker. | would like for you to study these papers and be prepared




ooMcDavidAMdan Kay =2 . - “October 30, 1969

. to reget to them. It is hoped that out of the panel discussions will! come
responsibie short and long range recommendations that may be implemented
by State government, the private sector and/or The public., We wiii be
especially interested in alfernatives and new creative ideas to solve old
problems. . : :

With your participation, this can be an outstanding conference designed To
confront the issues of our times and bring forth creative ideas to insure
Californians a quality environment in the future.

For your convenience, there is enclosed a self-addressed envelope and reply.

" Please, if nothing more, type in your name and current title as you would

tike it to appear on the program. Your hotel, meals and registration fee will be
provided.

I you have any questions, piease feel free to call me at 916-445-2358, or my
Administrative Assistant, Mr. James C. Fisher, at 916-445-1560.

Sincerely,

Wiliiam Penn Mott, Jr.
Director

Attachment




GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON CALIFORNIA.'S CHANGING ENVIRONMENT

FIRST DAY
November 17, 1969

Introductions Dignitaries, cabinet members,
: panelists - General Krulak

Introduction of
principal speaker Honorable Gordon Luce, Cabinet
Secretary of Transportation

Principal speaker Col. William Anders, Space Advisor
to Vice President Spiro T. Agnew
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GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON CALIFORNIA'S CHANGING ENVIRONMENT

Invocation
Breakfast
Introduction

Introduction of
speaker

Principal speaker

Concurrent panels
Tunch
Introduction

Introduction of
principal speaker

Principal Speaker
Conclusion of panzl
sessions

Plenary session
Social Hour

Dinner

Invocation

SECOND DAY
November 18, 1969

Rabbi Henri Front

Cocoanut Grove
Chairman of the day:
Robert H. Gerdes

Dignitaries and guests -
Robert H. Gerdes :

Miss Maralee Beck, representing
youth

Dr. Barry Commoner, Chairman,
Botany Department, Washington
University

Embassy Room

Robert H. Gerdes, presiding
Dignitaries, cabinet memoers,
panelists - Robert H. Gerdes

8:00 a.m. to

Q9:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m. to
12:00 noon

12:15 p.m.

Honorable Spencer Williams, Secretary

of Human Relations Agency

Josepnh F. Boyle, M. D,

Moderators meeting with special
advisors to frame conclusions

Lt. Governor Ed Reinecke

Sunset Room - Inspection of
exhibits
Embassy Room, Robert H, Gerdes
presiding

Robert €. Rusach

Rev. (Bishop)
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2:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m
5:30 p.m. to
T7:00 p.m
7:30 p.m.




GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE ON CALIFORNIA'S CHANGING ENVIRONMENT

FIRST DAY
November 17, 1969
KICKOFF Cocoanut Grove 8:00 a.m. to
Chairman of the day: 10:00 a.m,
Lt. Gen. Victor Krulak
Invocation Rev. L.L. White
Presentation of colors California Highway Patrol Color Guard
Dennis Day Singing "Star Spangled Banner" and

"This Land Is My Land"
Welcoming statement Honorable Sam Yorty, Mayor of Los Angeles

Introduction of _
distinguished guests General Krulak

Introduction of
Governor Reagan Robert B. Gerdes, Co-Chairman of
the Governor's Conference

Principal address Honorable Governor Ronald Reagan

Concurrent panels 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon

Tunch Embassy Room 12:00 nocn to
2:00 p.m.

Introductions Dignitaries - General Krulak

Panel Moderators - William Penn Mott, Jr.

Introduction of
principal speaker Honorable Norman Livermore

Principal speaker Honorable Walter J. Hickel,
' Secretary of the Interior

Concurrent panels 2:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m.
Social Hour Sunset Room - Inspection of 5:00 p.m. to
exhibits 6:30 p.m.
Dinner Embassy Room - Gen. Krulak _
presiding T:30 p.m.

Invocation Monsignor Patrick Roche




PEOPLE AND WATER

MODERATOR:

L.W. (BILL) LANE, JR., President, Lane Magazine

and Book Company (Publisher, Sunset Magazine)

SPEAKER:

DR. JOHN F., MANN, JR., Consultant Ground Water

Geologist, University of Southern California

RECORDER:

ROBERT G. EILAND, Assistant Director, Department

of Water Resolurces

SECRETARY:

REACTOR PANEL:

ATAN K. BROWNE
ROBERT BURT

GARRETT DEBELL
CHARLES L. GOULD
DAVID ALLAN KAY

GEORGE W. MILIAS
KERRY W. MULLIGAN

MARGARET W, OWINGS
ERMAN A, PEARSON

MRS. RUSSEL L. STOCKWELL

TECHNICAL PANEL:

FRANKLIN J. AGARDY, PH.D.
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STUDENT INITIATED FEEDBACK ON THE GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE
ON CALIFORNIA'S CHANGING ENVIRONMENT

An open meeting atterided primarily by students, supports,
" in principle, the positive ecplogical position articulated by
Governor Reagan, undoubtedly_one of the strongest ever set
forth by any elected governmental official.

However, these critical ecoiogical goals cannot be
accomplished in conjunction with the economic growth also described
in the keynote address. We must have a clarification on
priorities before giving unqualified- endorsement of the
“Governor's stand on environmental issues. We Want to work
with the Governor in establishing and implementing the
ecological goals of his keynote address. _

To this end, a student originated caucus, attended by
students as well as other conferees, has unanimously adopted

the following series of recommendations.




WATER POLICY :
1) Recycling of waste water and desalinization must be given

a higher priority than long distance water transport.

2) The California water plan must not undergo any further
development which might cause any degredation of the ecology

of California.

3) Economic, statutory, and educational incentives should

be established to lower per capita water consumption.

4) Water quality standards must be adopted to protect coastal

water resources,

5) Users of water should be held responsible for all costs
of acquisition, storage, transportation, and disposal of

water in California,




URBAN POLICY

J. Comprehensive social planning based on guidelines laid down

on ecological and human considerations should be the basis of

" urban development and redevelgpmeﬁt.

Bs

2. The state should take a leading role in ubban problem solving,
including provision of direct subsidies to localitites unable

to finance necessary programs.

3. 1In order to reduce transit problems and pollution in
metropolitian areas, integrated rapid-transit systems should

be implemented, free to all users,

k. Reapportionment of all electoral and other juristictional
districts should take place on ecological and community bases, as well

on the basis of population tétals.,

5. The composition of public regulatofy and planning

bodies should be representative of the publiec, not vested

economic interests.




POSITION ON THE SST PROjECT (SUPERSONIC TRANSPORT)

An international issue

In view of the evidence of serious destruction that the
- 8ST will cause in all areas of overflight, and considering

that the benefits it provides are marginal if any, we urge

that this project be dropped immediately.




