ACTION ALERT
Mid-June 1980

We believe that if you count the people who
strongly feel that the upper Stanislaus River Canyon should be
protected, and those who want to use the area to enlarge New Melones
Reservoir, that a great majority favors allowing the continued existence of the last

remaining miles of river canyon. Friends of the River has called for a public outpouring of support -
the largest ever for a place which people love. And we challenge the proponents of an enlarged reservoir
to show that even half as many citizens will come to the support of their position.

Update ARA223 "

It has been a wild two weeks in the campaign for the life
of the Stanislaus River Canyon. A chronology of some
of the key events follows:

The bill in the U.S. Congress in Washington which
will protect the Stanislaus River, from Camp Nine
to Parrott’s Ferry, as a National Wild and Scenic
River, while allowing storage of a moderate reser-
voir behind New Melones Dam.

May 29: Hundreds of river supporters, in over 20 cities, visit the
local offices of their U.S. Congress members and ask them to
support H.R. 4223,

The State Senate in Sacramento passes a bill calling for massive
enlargement of the reservoir.

June 5: Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus orders the further filling
of the reservoir, but holds back on the decision of whether to
stop at Parrott’s Ferry or fill beyond that point.

A fifteen-member, pro-river lobbying team leaves California
for Washington.

June 11: Governor Brown vetoes the state legislature’s “Fill the
dam" bill, and it fails to become law.

June 12: Second round of lobbying visits by Stanislaus
supporters to California offices of U.S. Congress members.

June 13:; Twenty-two U.S. Congress members ask Secretary
Andrus to open dam gates. House Interior Committee leaders
assure Andrus that H.R. 4223 will be heard in Congress.
Sierra Club, Friends of the River, Society for California
Archeology, Environmental Defense Fund, and other groups
sue the Department of Interior in Federal District Court to
stop raising of the reservoir level.

Week of June 16: Cecil Andrus is deciding whether or
not to continue filling the reservoir and flooding the
canyon above Parrott’s Ferry.

For this reason, it is imperative that you contact your
Congress member and Senator Cranston immediately
demanding “No flooding above Parrott’s Ferry.”

Friday June27 -
Statewide Lobbying Day

There will be organized visits to Congressional offices all

Call Friends of the River, collect,
if necessary- if you can help!
We’'ll put you in contact with your local coordinator.

F.O.R. Sacramento: (916) 451-9955
401 San Miguel Way, Sacramento, CA 95819

F.O.R. Bay Area: (415) 771-0400
Bldg. C, Fort Mason Center, San Francisco, CA 94123

over California, and massive communication to Congress
in Washington. (The visits may be set for other dates in
some areas.) Join us.

F.O.R. Los Angeles: (213) 343-6869
17758 Willard, Reseda, CA 91335




You CanHelp

It is still a hard, uphill fight, but the number of people
working for the river and for H.R. 4223, is truly
amazing and growing daily. We can win it - and are
beginning an even bigger push to get more Congressional
support for H.R. 4223 .*

Letters, Telegrams,
Phone Calls, Visits

WRITE, or better yet, VISIT, PHONE or SEND TELE-
GRAMS to your Congress member and Alan Cranston.

This is especially important if you live in one of the
crucial Congressional districts listed at bottom right.

Your U.S. Congress member

WRITE: Representative . House Office Building,

Washinton, D.C. 205135
PHONE: (202) 224-2121 (Capitol switchboard in Washington.)
Before 8:00 a.m. (our time), 3 minutes costs less than $1.00.
VISIT or PHONE: His** local California office. Call your
town or city hall for your representative’s name, local address
and phone number.
Either visit with an organized Friends of the River group made
up of your neighbors, or drop in on your own.

TELEGRAM: Call Western Union. You can give a concise, 15
word “Public Opinion Message™ over the phone which will be
delivered to your Congress member in Washington the next
morning - and $2.50 will be charged to your phone bill.

U.S.Senator AlanCranston

WRITE: Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.

PHONE or VISIT: San Francisco: (415) 556-8440; Los
Angeles: (213) 824-7641; or Washington, D.C.: (202)
224-3553.

TELEGRAM: See above.
And, send a letter to the editor of your local newspaper.

What youmight say

e Tell them that the last nine miles of the Stanislaus
River Canyon is a national treasure.

e Tell them that too many people love the canyon to
allow it to be destroyed.

e Tell them that a moderate New Melones Reservoir
extending to Parrott’s Ferry has been shown to be
more economical and more in the interest of effi-
cient use of public resources.

e Tell them why you care and ask for a response!

*Even if we don’t convince the additional Congress members
whose support we need to pass H.R. 4223, WE DO NOT
INTEND TO ALLOW THE DESTRUCTION OF OUR
CANYON!! This fight affects the fate of the rest of our
wild places as well! Let us know your ideas!

** Amazingly, there are NO women among the 43 California
members of the U.S. Congress.
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Your Friends

Get one, five or ten friends to write also. Especially
contact friends who live in the crucial Congressional
districts listed below. More endorsements from the
business community are needed - call Friends of the
River (415) 771-0400 for more information on this part
of the campaign.

Volunteers

This is a critical need in our campaign. We need volun-
teers for one or more evenings to come into an office.
and work with others, calling lists of people who have
been to, or care about, rivers. We give them information,
ask them for letters to their Congress members, and
invite them to lobbying days and other events. We are
finding that the people we are calling are enthusiastic to
be invited into the campaign.

We also need full or part time ][lJaid organizers for the rest
of the campaign, and many other volunteer jobs - large
and small. ASK US!

Memberships & Money

We still need it. Larger, tax—deductible donations are
needed for funding the just released movie onthe Stan-
islaus. As always, any and all donations to keep the
phones ringing and the mail going out, are urgenﬂ}/
needed. Membership in Friends of the River s still $15
per year ($10 or 85 a year for low-income.)

Thanks for all your financial support in the past - if you
can help again, please send a check to Friends of the
River, Fort Mason Center, San Francisco, CA 94123.

CRUCIAL CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

DON CLAUSEN, Sonoma County to Del Norte County.
ROBERT LAGOMARSINO, Santa Barabara & Ventura Counties.
BARRY GOLDWATER, IR., San Fernando Valley to Ventura Co.
GLENN ANDERSON, Long Beach

JAMES CORMAN, Van Nuys

VIC FAZIO, Yolo, Solano & Sacramento Counties.

ROBERT MATSUI, Sacramento

PETE McCLOSKEY, Palo Alto to Santa Clara

LEON PANETTA, Santa Cruz to San Luis Obispo

BILL ROYER, San Mateo County

Writing, produalion, photography, printing, body and soul donated by:
Alexander Gaguine, Sharin Joy Rowbotham, Gary Tonnemacher,
Grady's Copy Shop, Sacramento, and F.O.R.




