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SACRAMENTO CONTACT: Megan Eymann

916-451-9955

&

Friends of the River gidg 312, Fort Mason Center, San Francisco 94123

| MPORTANT ! ! !

H.R. 4223 would put the Stanislaus from Camp Nine to Parrott's Ferry and parts
of Rose Creek and The South Fork of the Stanislaus into the Federal Wild and Scenic
River System. This is what we want. This is what we are fighting for.

The word from Washington is that a public hearing on H.R. 4223 is beina
scheduled for the end of January in San Francisco. This is the hearing to be held
before the House of Representatives Subcommittee on Parks and Insular Affairs.

Congressman Phil Burton, chairman of the subcommittee, will be there. Other congress-

members may also be there, or they will send members of their staffs.

This hearing is extremely important. This is the time for us to present our
case for the Stanislaus louder and stronger than it has ever been presented before.
Shortcutt says that Phil Burton ''cares for us because of our honesty and genuine
love for a place and our belief in this democratic system.' We need expert, tech-
nical testimony, but we need to touch the heart of Congressman Burton and the others
as well. This is a public hearing and anyone may testify. But, quoting Alexander,
‘'more than on any occasion in the past, F.0.R. wants to put together an extremely
tight and compelling presentation - factually, politically and emotionally."

We can't give you an exact date, place or time yet but be thinking now about
what you would like to say. If you can't attend the hearing, you will still be
able to submit written testimony. Call Mark for more details and coordination.

GRASSROOTS TARGETING

H.R. 4223 is in the House of Representatives subcommittee on Parks and Insular
Affairs. We have the support of the Subcommittee Chairman Phil Burton. Other key
California congressmen on the subcommittee are: Jerry M. Patterson, District 38
whose areas include Orange, Buena Park, Westminister and Santa Ana; Robert J.
Lagomarsino, District 19 which includes Santa Barbara and parts of San Luis Obispo
and Ventura; and, Don H. Clausen, District 2 including Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake
Mendocino, Napa and part of Sonoma.

The support of these men for H.R. 4223 is very important. There has been
continuous political activity for the Stanislaus going on in each of these dis-
tiicts. With hearings coming up and the bill needing to pass out of subcommittee,
the Clausen, Lagomarsino, and Patterson districts are being targeted for increased
activity.

Some F.O0.R. staff and volunteers are going to be traveling to each of the
districts to generate additional support. There is going to be a methodical out-
reach to all who have been down the river. If you know people in these districts,
get in touch with them and have them write to their congressmember their concern
for the Stanislaus. In order to support us, they need to know that it is an issue
their constituents care about. Phil Burton's office was ''astounded' by the amount
of mail their office received in support of the Stanislaus this past summer. let's
astound the rest of these Congressmen!

CAMPAIGN STRUCTURE

This is a crucial time in the fight for the Stanislaus River Canyon, ''Again?
you say, or 'As always.'' True, but with each passing day and week and month, our
tasks are getting more specific as we must figure out strategies we believe best
to help us realize our goal - getting the Stanislaus into the Federal Wild and
Scenic River System.

Toward this end the Stanislaus Steering Committee has been meeting for the
past several months planning and actualizing strategies, At the November meeting
staff members agreed to turn in outlines of their jobs Including how each fits

in to the overall Stanislaus campaign, The December meeting is in~$nn Francisco
on the 7th. The flrst meeting of the new year for the Stanislaus Steering committee
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VALLEY VISIT

As was reported in the last issue of the S.C.N., David Dickson, Mark Dubois
and Rick Hardie spent the 5 days from October 30-November 3 visiting folks in the
valley. They were joined for a day or two during the week by Gracielle Rossi,
Susan Brooks, Melinda Wright and Carol Nelson.

David Dickson was responsible for organizing the visit and what follows is
his report,

Communication with Friends of New Melones

Purpose: To establish a dialogue between us and them. By doing this we hope to
difuse the polarity that has come to exist, to identify issues, to meet
them, to learn about them and their concerns, and to allow ghem to learn
about us and our concerns.

Action taken: Meetings have been held with at least fifteen pro-dam people most
of whom live and farm on the lower river from Lake Tullock to the San
Joaquin.

For the most part the meetings were friendly and open. We 21l got to know
each other a little bit and we all learned form each other. We found that on the
whole we agreed on more issues than we disagreed on. Most of the disagreement
centered on New Melones.

The issues we identified were:

Flood control

Fisheries We feel that these are sufficiently
Water Quality covered at a reservoir level of 808'
Recreation

""New water'' We seem to have basic differences
Drought reserve of values on these.

Power generation

We also floated the lower Stanislaus near Oakdale. Our thanks to Thorne Gray
for this. We found ourselves in awe of the river's life and beauty. We were also
amazed at the amount of beer cans and worm cartons we found.

Future plans: An informal meeting between John Hertle and two other F.O.N.M.
people and Mark and two other F.0.R. people. The purpose of this
meeting is to continue the process of communication and to discuss
setting up a more formal meeting sometime in the future to discuss issues.
Topics we would like to discuss.
1)Define positions - find similarities and differences
2)Discuss which issues we might get together on
3)Discuss possible compromises
L4)Define inaccurate rhetoric on both sides and hopefully agree to stop
using it.

The possibility of forming a Friends of the River chapter in Oakdale or
Modesto to concern itself largely with protection of the lower river was also
discussed.

THANKSGIVING THANKS

Thanks to E.T.C. = especially Tim and Susan we hear - for a lovely Thanks~-
giving celebration at the Stanislaus. |t was beautiful.

IT ALL ADDS UP

Ronnie and Mark went to Stockton's 20-40 club, a youmg businessmen's service
organization., The meeting was held in a bar and was attended by about 10 men-
most or all involved in real estate. Ronnie reports that Mark handled himself
well in adverse conditions. They wereapproached by a few men after the meeting
who said thag Mark had made them think of new things and some had changed their
minds about the river. Three out of ten isn't bad! 3

This is what grassroots is all about! One step at a time.

CHRISTMAS CARDS

Most of you are gndoubtedly aware of the fact that Christmas will be here
soon, It is a good time for getting in touch with those folks you have been meanina
to write to for days, weeks, months ...like your government officials, Why

not choose a few of your favorites to send a card to with a nice little messaqe
attached, A thank you to Cecil Andrus or Phil Burton or Huey Johnson or your
local Congressman. How about to Don Edwards? Or you could send a little un-
date and information to Senator Cranston or one of the several other Congress~
men who have yet to ''see the light!' so to speak. Perhaps you have an ext:a
snapshot of the Stanislaus to send along.

So hurry! Avoid the last minute rush and make sure your cards arrive on time!
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Coming Events:
January 25 - Slide and movie presentation by Rick Ridgeway - benefit
for Friends of the River. Rick is a well-known mountain
climber. His presentation will be on his recent expedition to Antarctica,
Mid-January- Celebrity yard sale, We need everyone to contribute
something.

‘BAY AREA

The Mayors Race
As a result of the extraordinary effort of Al Greenburg of the Sierra

Club and the continuing work of Bob Hackamack on economic studies on the Tuolum-
ne, Mayor Finestein wrote a letter in support of Wild and Scenic Status for the
Tuolumne River., Aj was instrumental in getting the mayor to write the Public
Utilities Commission asking them to withdraw their requests for permits for
development on the Tuolumne River.
Friends of the Rjver has gotten involved in the mayor's race in
San Francisco in a number of ways. Volunteers have put in a number of hours
at campaign headquarters. F.0.R. did 2 mailer to their San Francisco members
and noted Mayor Finestein's stand on the Tuolumne and other environmental issues.
The election is on Tuesday, December 11 and F.O.R. hopes to get
volunteers to help get out the vote. F.0.R. put out a press release to some 75
Bay Area media contacts regarding the mayor's support of protection of the
Tuolumne.

Meetings
Tom met with Jadine Nielsen of Senator Cranston's office. He has also

met with Marcy Helms of Don Edwards office and Dean Monroe of Norman Mineta's
office. Tom felt that all of the meetings went well. He did say however that
Thank yous should be sent to Don Edwards for his work for the Stanislaus. Marcy
said he was getting more negative response for his efforts than positive. That's
not the way it should be., Please let him know how you feel.

Workshop

Tom attended a workshop of the Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service on Phase | of their river inventory. They have taken videotapes of a
number of river areas in California from a helicopter. These are available out
of the Federal Building in San Francisco. It is important that HCRS is en-
couraged to include the South Fork of the American and other river areas in their
survey by January 11. Contact Tom for more details.

Endorsements TeL

Endorsements are still being sought. More are needed. Packets are
available. Contact Tom or Doug Shields.

Friends of the River participated in the Mono Lake Exhibit with David
Brower and Huey Johnson at Fort Mason. 200 people attended this successful
event sponsored by the Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Firends of the Earth and
the Mono Lake Committee.
~ SANTA CRUZ/SAN LORENZO

Mark and Tom spent November 11-13 in this Northern California area
spreading the message of the Stanislaus through meetings, speaches and media
events. |t seems like there is good energy there for a new chapter of Friends
of the River!

DAVIS

The holidays are coming but Davis doesn't let that stop them from 1
planning for the next school quarter. A new water rights class is already
planned for the winter quarter. The fall quarter class ended with Bob Hagen,
well-known professor in the Land, Air & Water Resources Department at UC Davis,
leading the discussion at the final class meeting.

Guy Baldwin says their chapter is already beginning to organize for F.0.R,'s
annual Confluence coming up in spring, since the event will be held on the UC Davis
campus. This year, the subject will be agriculture, dealging with environmental
aspects.,

A water reclamation study group has been set up to explore the possibilities
of water reclamation in Davis, with the possibility of recommendations being made
to the city council. .

Two events coming up to take note of:

DECEMBER 14 - Peter Mueller-Beilschmidt from a local farm irrigation
management service will talk about the way local farmers
are irrigating, ways they might improve, and related topics.

The talk will follow a potluck to be held at: ~
716 N Street QY
Davis, CA B Nk

For more information on this, call Guy or Kevin Wolf at (916) 768-h211 N

JANUARY 19 = Planning Educational Workshop, for Davis F.0.R. members to
learn more about different aspects of water jssues., Membe:s
will each study a different facet and speak on |t




SACRAMENTO CITY COLLEGE CHAPTER

Hard core chapter people Jim Morqan, Holly Buckner, Cathy Duncan and Fre
Rinne have been working hard on publicizing their December 13 showing of the
Stanislaus Slide Show. Many S,C.C. faculty members have been letting them come
to their classrooms and speak to classes for 3 or 4 minutes sbout the issue and
announce the show. They are hoping that the audience at the event will include
student John Doyle 0'Shei, son of Col. (now General) O'Shei .whe has engaged
chapter members in many lunchroom debates. Project Gold, 8 senior citizens
group that meets at the college daily for lunch programs on varying subjects
will be seeing the show inlFebruary.

Chapter members have also been working on getting more people to write
to Congressman Matsui who is still somewhat under-barraged. Campus conscious-
ness about the Stanislaus River is rising - the music students who performed at
the Alpine West Benefit Sale keep asking us to let them do a benefit for F.O.R,
Another hard rock group, Titanic, headed by & student, wants to do an F.O.R,
?enefit. Gwendolyn Davison is making a 5 X 5 foot batique banner with the F.0.R

0go on it,

NORTH COAST

The highlight of the month for the North Coast Chapter of Friends of the
River had to be the visit of Mark Dubois. There was a TV interview including
a short Don Briggs' film of the Stanislaus, and radio and news interviews as
well. At Humboldt State, Mark spoke to a crowd of 150. They even paid 50¢
each to listen to him. A reception followed.
= Talks continued =-- at College of the Redwoods, with Friends of Del Norte
Co., with local eco-activists.

And the eating continued --- a potluck, a breakfast ...

There was even a float down the Smith River. Sounds like 2 successful
visit all around.

MOTHER LODE

There was a meeting at the Columbia College Campus. The Mother Lode Chapter
is trying now to get together with the members of the l4th District Conservation

Caucus. They are working on finding a place to meet.
Mike Harami and a friend Mick, David Boyd, Marty McDonnell, Melinda Wright

and Carol Nelson went to a meeting of the Future Farmers of America in Oakdale
last week to present the Friends of the River side of the New Melones situation,
Some parents were present &s well.

In her talk, Melinda tried to dispel myths regarding New Melones while
Michael spoke of local impacts. Presentation of the slide show was followed
by a question and answer period., There were some good individual conversations
between the visitors and some of the students and the teacher at the conclusion
of the program.

Overall the mood was cordial but there is & lot of educating to do. Members
of the audience, bar 1 or 2, had never seen the canyon which is threatened and it
is hoped that some at least will accept the offer of a river trip in the Spring.

DISTRICT ONE

/ As reported in the November 17 Grass Valley-Nevada City Union, ''Nevada
County Environmental Council members have endorsed legislation designed to
protect portions of the Stanislaus River by designation it a National Wild

 and Scenic River.'' They sent a letter to Rep. Harold T. 'Bizz'' Johnson
urging him to support H.R. 4223. | think we all agree with NCEC Chairwoman
Eve Hall who said, '"The more we look at New Melones, the less necessary it
seems to be.'

SAN DIEGO

Communicating with Congressman Clair Burgener is turning out to be a little
harder than Don Szalay and John Yager had expected. John says that Rep. Burgener
has refused to discuss the Stanislaus Campaign with him or anyone else, Sensing
that Burgener might be more receptive to a local issue, John approached him with
the Santa Margarita River issue and the proposed dam sites there, but so far,
attempts to reach the Congressman have been unsuccessful.

John and about 30 other people now know a lot more about the two proposed
Santa Margarita dams than they once did, after taking a tour through the camp.

One dam would be built in Camp Pendleton, utilizing water from the river,
The other would be built north of Fallbrook, using water coming out of pipelines
from northern California and Colorado,

! The projected price for all this? Well, right now the estimated figure of

s $120 to $140 million is considered a very modest estimate. '

~ The tour of Camp Pendleton was put on by the State Water Commission. Th
:ﬂgr"",w.'vt°"h°" people how well the natural habitat is cared f;t s{nce 3
il G!TP£Algprobh,Jy the last coastal area left untouched, according to John

e ﬁﬁy,ww at the federal government has had plans to build these dams for at

- least 50 years. He adds an Interesting fact about the size of the Santa Mar-

. garger r, saying it's actually more of a creek, ''In the widest spot, it's

not mare than 10 fest across,” he says, "and sbout two feet deep.'
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